
  

 Six years ago, we lost our cocker spaniel, Asti,  to liver cancer.  Asti had been 

a member of our family for fourteen years.  Eight of those had been before 

we had our two boys, Nicolas and Cameron.  Over the past six years, the boys 

have begged for a dog.  Each year for the past four years our youngest son, 

Cameron, has included his request in his letter to Santa.  Our reluctance to 

replace Asti stemmed from a variety of reasons.  We grieved his loss and the 

place that he had in our hearts!  (For those of you who have lost a pet, espe-

cially one that helped you to grow up, you know how heart wrenching it can be 

and how difficult it is to replace him or her.)  Our other concern stemmed 

from having young children and the responsibility of having a pet to also take 

care of.  At the time we lost our cocker spaniel, Cameron was four, and Nico-

las was six.  Over the next few years, both boys became very active in all 

sports, and time was spent driving the taxi around town to get them to school, 

practice and games.  We knew that we wouldnõt be able to be as attentive to a 

pet as it would deserve.  We also had concerns as to what role the boys would 

play in òraisingó a pet.  We knew they would help, but the capacity of that help 

was in question.   

  Upon relocating to California last August, we all decided we were ôabout 

readyõ for a dog.  We still had concerns about the re-

sponsibility of pet ownership -  but decided that the 

benefit of having a dog outweighed 

those concerns.   We began research-

ing the type of dog we wanted.  Amaz-

ingly, both boys Googled dog types and 

dog names.  We began watching a show 

on Animal Planet called òDogs 101ó 

which described various dog breeds 

and provided information on tempera-
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 ment, health issues, and training.  Again, both boys began to approach our 

decision with more excitement and exuberance than we would have antici-

pated!  

 As part of our research on all breeds of dogs, we were led to websites for 

rescue adoption.   We decided that we could not only adopt a pet, but would 

teach another valuable lesson to our sons about the need to help those less 

fortunate.  Over the months, our research led us to Bichon FurKids.  We 

really wanted a newborn puppy but were interested in looking at our options 

for a younger dog as well.   

  During this time, Bichon FurKids had just rescued three female dogs that 

were pregnant.  Luckily, we submitted our application and were approved.  

Not only did we adopt one Bichon, but we actually adopted two Bichon pup-

pies!!  (We had previously made a decision to adopt two dogs as a bonded 

pair because of the companionship - they would provide to each other, and 

to give each boy an opportunity to have responsibility for a dog).  On Janu-

ary 19, 2009, we brought our two brothers home! We named them Coach 

and Cotton.  

 In very a short time, these pups have changed our world and brought such 

enjoyment into our lives.  Our initial concern regarding the boys and the 

roles they would play in òraisingó these puppies, has been relieved.  Both 

boys have jumped in whole heartedly to contribute to the responsibility of 

pet ownership.  When the puppies need to go outside, each boy grabs a 

leash and a dog and  - off they go!  When Cameron comes home from school, 

one of his first activities is to take both dogs outside.  We have also been 

able to establish several routines.  The puppies love to wake the boys up in 

the morning and will rush upstairs each morning after they have been out-

side.  They will wait anxiously at each bedside until they are able to get 

onto the bed for the morning ôwakeup callõ.  Once everyone is awake, the 

boys and the puppies usually head downstairs to have breakfast.  Both 

Nicolas and Cameron have become very adept at preparing their own break-

fasts and in preparing breakfast for Cotton and Coach too.   

During the day, the puppies may have to spend time in their crate or inside 

the utility room while we are away.  Once the boys come home from school, 

however, they not only get the puppies outside as needed --  but clean up 

any messes the pups may have made while we were gone.  Each day one of 
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If  everything seems to be going well, you have 

obviously overlooked something. 

Depression is merely anger without enthusiasm. 

When every thing seems to be coming your way, 

maybe you are in the wrong lane. 

I intend to live forever...so far, so good. 
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the boys cleans up the yard, mostly without prompting.   Finishing off each day  preparing  dinner and giving 

our FurKids fresh water.  

Both boys play an active role in assuring that the Cotton and Coach are taken care of.   Each has been ex-

cited about the òtrick and treató game we play with the pups where we are teaching basic òtrickó com-

mands, such as sit, stay, down, and shake.  We bathe the dogs every week and each boy is responsible for 

drying off a puppy and helping with grooming.   

It has been extremely interesting to watch the relationship between the puppies and our family play out.  

Everyone is involved, and surprisingly, the responsibility that our boys have shown with these puppies is 

amazingé..far more than we ever expected.   Coach and Cotton have not only brought fun and excitement to 

our lives, but have really helped us to develop responsibilities for our children that they readily accept and 

do every day!  They are truly a part of our family!  

 

Words of Wisdom from the  

òI know it 

all.  Iõve 

seen it all.ó 

Beanie 

 

BFK has printed a comprehensive article regarding the options available in Orange County for people who 

are facing Foreclosure.  Pet owners have an additional heartbreak to face since many rentals do not allow 

pets.  If you are in this circumstance please access our website at www.bichonFurKids.org and read the 

important information provided.  Please Do Not Abandon Your Pets.  There are options available to 

avoid this.  It is cruel and inhumane, and it is also illegal . 

A Special Note  for Orange Country Pet -Owners  

Who May be Facing Foreclosure      
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Mobile Dog Heart Health Tour  

4/2, Saturday, Ocean Beach Dog Beach (W. Point Loma Boulevard & Voltaire Street), 

San Diego, 10 a.m. until 4 p.m.  

Don't miss this opportunity to have your dogs screened for heart disease. Veterinary 

cardiologists will offer FREE dog heart screenings. Inside a special soundproof mobile exam room, they will 

listen for murmurs and other abnormal heart sounds using a stethoscope, as well as assess other signs of 

heart disease. In addition to performing free heart exams, veterinarians will be available to answer ques-

tions about heart disease.  The tour's goal is to raise awareness about heart disease in dogs, the symp-

toms, treatment options and benefits of early diagnosis. Knowing what to look for and catching it early are 

keys to prolonging and improving the quality of a dogõs life. 
 

 Orange County Pet Expo  

4/17 -4/19, Friday -Sunday, Orange County Fair and Event Center  

Fri 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Sat. 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Sun. 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.  

Americaõs Family Pet ExpoÈ is the worldõs largest consumer pet expo, including manu-

facturers, retailers, groomers, veterinarians, hobbyist groups, rescue organizations, breeders, 

etc.   Bichon FurKids will have a booth (located near the entrance -  If you turn right when you first 

enter, we are on the first aisle to your left, second booth from the end ) where you can meet some 

of our   current FurKids that are in foster care and ready for adoption.  

.   

See the following page for info on The 7th Annual Bichon Bash ~ the premier event of the year!  

 BFK Happenings BFK Happenings 

 

Haute Dog Easter Parade  

4/12, Sunday, Livingston Park, Long Beach, 11 a.m. until 5 p.m. (more info)  

Bichon FurKids will have a booth where you may meet a few of  our  FurKids attending with their families. 

Approx. 300 -400 dressed -up dogs are expected to walk the 8 -block sidewalk parade route at 2:30 p.m.. 

The parade is expected to last one hour.  

Best Friends Pet Adoption Festival  

4/26, Sunday, North Hollywood Recreation Center   (more info)  

Southern Californiaõs largest Super Adoption event. This Adoption Festival unites 70 local rescue groups 

and shelters with their animals and dozens of vendors. The festival is a high -energy community event that 

draws the public together in a spirit of common purpose and cooperation.  

Additional Happenings of Interest For your Information.   

Non-BFK sponsored or attended - but they sound like fun.  
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Bichon FurKids  
cordially invites you to join us  

at the  

7th Annual  Southern California Bichon Bash!  

Mark your calendars for Saturday, May 2nd, 2009, anytime from 10 a.m. through to 3 p.m.  

The celebrations will include games, demonstrations, contests, recognition ceremonies, a raffle, and best of 

all, you will meet many of our wonderful foster parents, volunteers and lots and lots of fellow Bichon lovers 

and their FurKids.  Be sure to reply to your email invitation as early as you can, and since parking is limited to 

250 people, you may want to arrive a bit early as well.  

As always, the Bash is a truly special event.  There will be educational demonstrations, photographs, an auc-

tion, vendors offering both human and FurKid foods and products for your FurKidsõ pleasure, enjoyment and 

well being.  

The 7th Annual Bash is BFKõs primary fundraising event of the year.  Last year we had over 150 FurKids visit 

and more than 200 of their human friends.  As you all know BFK is dedicated to rescuing, restoring and re -

homing Bichons and other small breeds.  In 2008 we placed over 400 lucky FurKids in new and loving forever 

homes.  We provided medical treatment, spaying/neutering, and grooming to each dog prior to placement.  If 

you would like to volunteer to help us there are opportunities for all members of the family.  Check our web-

site at www.bichonFurKids.org and click on Bichon Bash to find out how you can help.  

Itõs a wonderful day of puppy play and much more, in-

cluding an opportunity for mixing and meeting with 

new friends.  You and your FurKid will have a wonder-

ful time. We look forward to seeing you on Saturday, 

May 2nd.  Here are directions to help you to find your 

way. 

Driving directions to Cricketõs Corner Community Dog 

Park ~ 389 Requeza St., Encinitas, CA 92024:  

From the South: take I -5 to Santa Fe Drive.  Go 

straight through the light and follow Regal Road to 

the stop sign.  Turn right on to Requeza St and follow 

to the bottom of the hill.  Turn left at the driveway 

marked by a Rancho Coastal Humane Society sign.  

From the North:  Take I -5 to Encinitas Blvd and turn 

left.  Follow to Westlake St. and turn right.  Follow to 

Requeza St. and turn right.  At the bottom of the hill, 
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A Letter from A FurKid Friend  
 

This is a note  sent to us by Emily, a teenager whose family recently added a new FurKid from BFK 

to their Bichon family  

Hey Everybody!  

 Our names are Chris and Angel - and we are two happy and well loved Bichons.  While we are 

not FurKids ourselves, our humans found you guys and we are always willing to lend a helping paw 

to our fellow fluffs. This past January, our humans adopted a puppy (formerly known as òSnowball) 

now lovingly called òBixbyó from BFK.   While at first we found our new little brother completely 

annoying, we have grown to love his sweet nature and playful personality. It is very hard to keep 

up with this little energizer bunny, but we manage to keep up 

for a while at least. Chris and Bixby will chase each other for 

hours, conversing with each other on various topics of inter-

est.  

We  are still able to knock Bixby over, but he is growing so 

fast that pretty soon he will be able to take us down. (Donõt 

tell him that of course!)  After Bixby is all tired out, (which 

almost never happens) we all curl up together. Heõs pretty 

smart and already knows how to sit. In the mornings, Bixby 

loves to help wake up our human girls with a complete face -wash. He has already become overly 

attached to food, and insists on hopping up and down like a bunny rabbit while mom fixes it.  

Dad says that Bixby is the light of momõs life. While life was pretty ordinary before we had Bixby, 

weõre on our feet from the time he gets until  the time he completely passes out in front of the 

T.V. Our entire family loves Bixby, and none of us can imagine  

life without him.  

Love, 

Chris and Angel  

P.S. Donõt show this to Bixby! We 

donõt want him to get too full of 

himself!  

 

 

 

Chris, Bixby and Angel  
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Bichon FurKids Presents  

Our Latest Fundraiser    

 

Turn Your  

Favorite Pet Photos  

into Works of Art  

Pets on Canvas USA  is dedicated to help-

ing rescue groups raise the funds  

they need to continue to rescue. Working 

with your own photos of your favorite 

FurKid, Pets on Canvas USA   will turn 

those digital photos into timeless works of 

art. You will accomplish two things: First, 

you will capture your petõs image on canvas 

for a lifetime of loving  memories. Second, 

youõll help Bichon FurKids raise money ð  

because 25% of proceeds from all artwork 

created for BFK families will be donated, 

in your name, to us.  

 

The quality of the art, whether you choose 

to have it framed or unframed, is compa-

rable to any canvas transfer you can find 

in art stores, framers or on the Internet. 

And the prices with Pets on Canvas USA 

are significantly lower than you will find 

anywhere else. 

 

Please check out the web site at 

www.petsoncanvasusa.com\bichon for more in-

formation. And remember that, while you enjoy 

your new piece of art featuring your own 

FurKid, BFK will receive a donation that will 

enable us to help other bichons.  

 

 


