
  

Two weeks after the past Thanksgiving holiday, Henry and I lost our be-

loved black and white Lhasa Apso, òGeorgie.ó  He was 14-1/4 years old, 

and  he never got sick.  Then one day, he decided to stop eating all together 

and took to his bed.  I knew it was his òtimeó, and it just broke my heart.   

Georgie loved everyone, especially our neighbors.  He was a social butterfly 

and never failed to bring a smile to everyoneõs face.  He loved our mail carrier, 

Nancy, and the neighbor next door, who would watch him when we were hiking 

in our desert mountains.  He was a special sweet loving friend, who loved Henry 

and I unconditionally, and was always there with us during the good times and 

the bad.  Our Georgie was the closest thing to God, holding all the love and un-

derstanding that went on inside his heart.   

So, to say that he was missed is the understatement of the century.  He will 

forever hold a vast place in our hearts.  

After five months of emotional eating, a tad bit of depression, and a broken 

heart, I told Henry that I just couldnõt live without a furry little friend!  I 

called my friend, Barb, a therapist and my hiking partner and began compul-

sively sharing my need for a puppy.  She jumped at the opportunity and called 

the Animal Samaritans, a group that she was a friend of here in the valley.  I 

began receiving 

e-mails that 

flowed in like 

running water.  

Henry and I 

looked, but the 

timing was not 

quite right.  
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 McKenna Mends Two Hearts  

Then  one day I happened upon the BFK website and 

was impressed with the fantastic web -site and how 

organized they were.  I read the whole site and was 

touched by how serious they were about the adoption 

process.  I spoke with Marti and she sent one of the 

volunteers out to our house to do a home -check, to 

assure that the home was safe, and the process was 

started. Marti was very intuitive when she matched us 

with McKenna, whose story was unfortunate.  She 

wound up at the Orange County Shelter, sad and dirty 

as can be.  Bichon FurKids rescued her, bathed her 

and had to shave her down till you could see pink skin.  She was then fostered into two different 

homes.  We are her third caring home, and we are her Forever Family.  

What can be said about my  broken heart? McKenna has healed it in so many ways.  Her little wagging 

tail, her little white head and the darling smile she has.  Her bouncing personality and energy is inex-

haustible and priceless. Oh, how she loves to ride in the car or go for walks!  I take her everywhere 

and our Indian Wells Village all know her as McKenna.  She is a doll, and Henry, (who by the way loves 

her just as much as I do) just bought her a little Hawaiian  outfit and matching leash that he found at 

the Bichon Bash.  So now she is even more of an eye catcher.  Oh she is the answer to my prayers!  We 

are so blessed, and yes, God does answer prayers.  He is a good God who knows what we need in life.   

Thanks Marti, and all of the staff at BFK for all 

the wonderful work.  You have made us both very, 

very happy. 

Melanie and Henry Sanchez  

 

Melanie is a jewelry artist, and made 

McKenna a choker collar of pearls and 

turquoise pieces.  Pretty fancy little girl.  
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Welcome to our Summer issue and the wonderful world of bichons,  

Summer is fast approaching. For those of us who are lucky enough to live in 

Southern California, that means more beautiful flowers and colorful landscapes, 

more time to (hopefully) take walks with our FurKids, enjoy longer days and warm 

summer nights.  

While Summer means outdoor fun, itõs also the time for fleas and ticks -  and 

worms like hookworm and tapeworms. There are effective products (like Frontline 

and Advantage) that you can buy to treat fleas and ticks -  and some homeopathic products you can make as 

well. (If you want some homeopathic alternatives, please email info@bichonfurkids.org.) Last summer we had 

one of the worst flea and tick seasons in many years so please be sure your FurKid is protected. And we are 

already seeing cases of tapeworms (which result from your dog ingesting a flea ð as the dog tries to get rid of 

it. Hookworms are found in the soil. As we enter the warm summer months, it is easy for your FurKid to pick 

up hookworms in the soil around your home or on your walk. Hookworms can enter through its feet or belly. 

There are many good products to treat both types of worms ð but it is best to take precaution and avoid the 

nasty little guys in the first place. You can find more information at http://www.marvistavet.com/html/

body_tapeworm.html or  http://www.marvistavet.com/html/body_hookworms.html  

Summer also signals the time for our next online auction é and fundraiser. This is the time to donate items 

you know someone else would love to have. These items can range from bichon and doggy ôgoodiesõ to time-

shares, clothing, airline tickets, musical instruments and accessories. If you have items to donate please email 

info@bichonfurkids.org and weõll be in touch. Our auction will begin in July and we will email you to let you 

know how to join us for this event.  

Speaking of fundraisers, BFK is now an approved charity of Chase Bank and Washington Mutual . 

J.P.Morgan Chase, the parent corporation, is committed to philanthropy and gave more than $100 million to 

thousands of not - for - profit organizations last year. That means that any Chase or WaMu employee can make 

a donation to BFK --  and those companies will make a dollar for dollar matching funds "match" up to $1000 

per year per employee. Please share this information with friends, family and people on your email distribution 

list. We appreciate the opportunity to earn these matching funds.  

Another new way that you can shop and earn money for BFK is if you shop at Amazon.com for ANYTHING, 

Start your shopping experience by clicking on one of the Amazon banners on our web site.  And your shopping 

doesnõt have to be for doggy supplies or goodies. As long as you start your Amazon shopping session from the 

BFK web site, we'll receive a donation from Amazon. Look for the square Amazon.com button on the left hand 

side of any page. Click on a page ( www.bichonfurkids.org  for example) then shop for your books, music, home 

goods é anything.  This past month someone purchased a facial scrub and we received a donation. So whoever 

you are, thank you for purchasing that through the BFK link to Amazon!  

On a related note, I wanted to share some information on money that may not be 

well spent. In the June issue of The Whole Dog Journal (one of my favorite ref-

erences) there is an article on DNA testing  to ôdetermineõ the genetic makeup of 

a dog. ( www.whole- dog- journal.com ) There are several variations on the tests in-

cluding one based on a blood draw and another based on a check swab. In the ar-

ticle both types of DNA testing were used. As she concludes the article, Nancy 

                     

 

From Martiôs DeskFrom Martiôs DeskFrom Martiôs Desk   

http://www.bichonfurkids.org
http://www.whole-dog-journal.com
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From Martiôs DeskFrom Martiôs DeskFrom Martiôs Desk   

Kerns, the editor - in- chief states:ó I have to say that I found the whole exercise very interesting, but not 

necessarily worth the cost.ó She goes on to state that she was hoping that knowing more about her dogõs ge-

netics would enable her to anticipate certain health or behavioral problems linked to the breeds that were 

found. That was not the case and the explanations from the companiesõ manufacturing the tests may be un-

satisfying (especially when the dog doesnõt look anything like the breed ôdetected.õ Iõm still chuckling over one 

of our bichons DNA tests coming back with a Great Dane in its genetic background. Kerns then comments,ó 

But I doubt that is why most people order the tests; I think most of us are just curious.ó  Hmmmé.. 

Please also remember that Fourth of July celebrations can be very stressful to our FurKids. Every year, 

fireworks send dogs scurrying for cover. The day following these celebrations can be a 

nightmare at animal shelters, due to the influx of lost pets who have fled in panic from the 

fireworks. Even miles away from the actual fireworks display, an animal can feel and hear 

the loud noises that it puts out. The safest and kindest thing to do is to leave your dog 

safely inside the house with a television or radio playing to drown out the noise. Crating your 

pet during this night, especially if he or she is nervous or a ôbolter,õ may be even better. 

We have heard of dogs (known to be content previously) digging under fences, breaking 

through glass windows and doors, to get free. (My parentõs Puli used to somehow curl up be-

hind the toilet where he felt safe when the fireworks were underway. Getting him out of 

there afterwards was a challenge!) As the holiday approaches please be sure that you have a way, and a plan, 

to keep your FurKid secure and safe!  

We hope you enjoy the articles fellow bichon owners have written, learn about the joys of adopting, the 

rewards of fostering, and enjoy this issueõs new recipe (thanks Chef Emeril and Judy!) We invite you to share 

photos of your fur kids and interesting stories about them. Got a cute or funny photo to share? Please email 

it to info@bichonfurkids.org ð and weôll get it Editor Judy right away!  

 

For all of you who have adopted a FurKid or twoé THANK YOU!!! May you and your FurKid share many 

healthy, happy years together filled with doggy kisses, belly rubs, long walks in the sun, breezy rides in the 

car, happy bichon buzzes and all the love you ever wanted.  

 

Until next time  

 

Marti  

 

 

BFK has rescued 209 Bichons since January first of this year.  At  this time last year we had 

placed 131 bichons, averaging 32 placements per month.  Our placement number has increased to 

42 bichons a month.  Our continued growth reflects a sad state, and illustrates our need for vol-

unteers who will open their homes and hearts to these little refugees.  

Success Brings Happiness to Many!  But, with a Soupcon of Distress.  
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A sea of white with black eyes and noses. That is what we saw when we 

looked around at Critter's Corner on May 2nd. There were bichons playing, 

running, frolicking, sitting by their moms and dads, jumping on a friendly lap, 

giving lots of kisses ..all enjoying the 7th Annual Southern California Bichon 

Bash. 

 

It is always quite a sight and one of the most rewarding aspects of what we 

do in rescue. Short or tall, young and not so young, all these little bichons 

have one thing in common:they are all loved and adored by their families.  

 

Our compliments to Michele Olivier for organizing this event and our thanks 

to the many volunteers who made the event flow so smoothly (whether taking 

care of bichons so their owners could 'work', selling BFK items, announcing the 

raffles, driving the Bashmobile, helping to set up and take down all the cano-

pies, tables and chairs... and all the many other things that made the Bash 

such fun for those attending and their FurKids.  

 

 We want to thank our wonderful vendors whose products help our 

bichons to be healthier and more beautiful --  thank Aubrielle for the 

delightful doggy biscuits that she made and sold (and contributed $120 

to our medical fund) and thank all of you who came to share some hours 

in the sun in celebration of these wonderful FurKids.  

 

We have almost outgrown our current location and will be 'scouting' for 

another one. If you know of an enclosed dog park or private location 

that could work, please email info@bichonfurkids.org - we'd love to hear from you.  

 

And in the meantime, please enjoy the photos in our newsletter and on our web 

site as well.  

 

We hope to see you next year at the 8th Annual Southern California Bichon 

Bash! 

 

2009 Bichon Bash  
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2009 Bichon Bash  

 

In trying to choose photos to include in the newsletter, I had to pick from 212 

photos.  BFK has posted the entire collection on Flickr.  Simply go to   

http:\\www.flickr.com/photos/bichonfurkids/sets/72157617910898105  and have 

fun.   

You can view them all and if you see yourself or your FurKid, you can download 

the pictures to your computer for your own use and enjoy-

ment. To download -  click on the photo you want. A large 

size photo will appear -  then look toward the top of the 

photo - click on the magnifying glass and choose ôall sizesõ. 

Download the original size to your computer.   

http:\\www.flickr.com/photos/bichonfurkids/sets/72157617910898105
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Iõm one of those people who found their true passion later in life, having spent 30 

years in Interior Design.  I discovered a love of photography and focused  mostly on 

documentary photographs of òOld Californiaó - or what we imagine our state looked 

like 150 years ago.  A few years ago, my new husband, Peter, and I found ourselves 

adopting a Bichon from Bichon FurKids.  That is when all my newfound loves melded 

into my one great passion.  

òPetieó was a young dog who had had a tough start in life. He had been found walking the streets of 

Chula Vista, and had been in 3 or 4 Foster homes, where he had acted out very badly. He was earning a 

reputation as a biter, but was fortunate to end up in the foster care of Michelle, an experienced dog 

trainer, who was able to help Petie adjust through the following months.  

I guess Michelle figured I would be gritty enough to handle a little biter, after all, being a multiple 

horse owner, Iõve experienced a lot worse than a little bite now and then. Fortunately, Petie ended up 

being the joy of our lives, and his little quirks make us love him more. He gets better and better with 

time, and is learning that not all people might hurt himéit might be a lifelong challenge for him, but he 

is becoming more and more trusting. Our appreciation for what Marti and  the Bichon FurKids organiza-

tion has brought to our lives through giving us Petie, has made us keenly aware of how many other  fur 

babies need our help, which is why Iõve been happily volunteering the last 2 years doing dog photogra-

phy at the Bash. My fellow photographers make a bit of fun about it at my expense,  but itõs important. 

I only wish I could do a lot more.  

Seeing so many adopted FurKids at the Bash, and talking to their owners about their pasts, seeing the 

FurKids who came from similar tough situations like Peties, and how many good hearted people out 

there are willing to open their homes and hearts, has made it such a joyful experience. Andéalthough 

Charming Bichon Photography          
Lauren Partida  


